Sterilization may be defined as the process of destroying all spores and germs, with the view to prevent the development of bacterial or other organisms.
To the surgeon it is not only important to destroy all germs which may have found lodgment on the instruments and appliances employed in his operations, in order to prevent the infection of his patient by pathogenic organisms, but also to be scrupulously careful after the operation to prevent their admission or inhibit their growth by the use of antiseptic dressings : in other words, complete sterilization is the "Sine qua non" of the careful surgeon of the present day. 
